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September 14, 1990 

Ms. Ellen Greeney 
Community Relations Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (6H-MC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

Dear Ms. Greeney: · 

The Arkwood Superfund site in Omaha, Arkansas, is located 
within my district. I have followed the course of the Arkwood 
site's progress with strong interest. Until recently, the 
predominant attitude among the affected constituents seemed to be 
general interest in seeing the final results of the site studies, 
mixed with a small dose of frustration over the length of time 
consumed by the Agency Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 
process. Recently, however, constituent attitudes have changed 
dramatically. 

On July 16, 1990, EPA Region VI released a proposed plan which 
calls for on-site incineration of all of the affected materials at 
the Arkwood site. This proposal for on-site incineration of all 
affected materials came as quite a shock to my constituents and 
me. It is my understanding that EPA personnel had stated in a 
public meeting in February 1990, only a few months before 
announcement of the Agency's proposed plan, that there was very 
little chance ot on-site incineration being proposed for the site. 

I was home in my district during the Labor Day recess. During 
this visit, many of my constituents contacted me and expressed 
concern over the proposal for total on-site incineration. It is 
my impression that local opposition has grown steadily since the 
public meeting. The local concerns have focused, in particular, 
on the fact that the Arkwood site is located in a valley just 
below a public school which serves both the city of Omaha and the 
surrounding unincorporated areas. Now that the school year has 
begun, I expect that opposition to on-site incineration will mount 
further. 



-2-

It is important for you to realize that the opposition to 
EPA's plan for on-site incineration includes virtually all of the 
leaders and public officials in the local area. Resolutions have 
been adopted by the Omaha City council and the Boone County Quorum 
Court. Petitions have circulated within the community, all 
opposing the plan for on-site incineration. Enclosed are copies 
of several representative news clippings and a letter from the 
Omaha School District expressing concern with the plan. What the 
residents and local leaders seem to be saying is that EPA should 
reconsider its proposed plan and, at a minimum, further explore 
every available alternative before subjecting the community to a 
lengthy program of hazardous waste incineration just down the 
hillside from the town of Omaha and the local public school. 

EPA's Proposed Plan of Action indicates that concern about 
risks posed by possible sink-hole formation led to rejection of 
some of the on-site land disposal options and a decision to 
support on-site incineration. Certainly, I understand this 
concern. However, I and the citizens of the area are also con­
cerned about risks of contamination associated with incinerator 
operation, particularly in the event of a failure in the operation 
of this complex technology. We want to be certain that other land 
disposal options, perhaps at nearby sites where there is a lower 
threat of sink-hole formation, should be fully evaluated. 

I believe that my constituents' requests for reconsideration 
of EPA's proposed plan and for further evaluation of alternatives 
to on-site incineration are reasonable. I ask that this letter 
and the enclosures be made a part of the formal public record 
regarding the remedy selection for the Arkwood site. I also ask 
for your ·assurance that the essentially unanimous views of my 
constituents be accommodated to the maximum extent allowed by the 
applicable laws and regulations and to the extent consistent with 
the health and safety of the community. 

Your assistance in this matter would be very much appreciated. 

With highest regards, 

JPH:grc 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~~HAMMERSCHMIDT 
Member of Congress 
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Boone JPs AdOpt 
MMI Resolution 

By Jeff Deon 
Of lhe llmee Staff 

The Boone County Quorum Court 
went on record Monday night to 
oppose the Eoviromnental Prolec­
lioo Agency's plan to i.ocinerate 
coownillated soils at the Omaha 
Superl'und Site. 

The resolution, prepared after last 
mom.b 's visit by Frank Conner, pres­
ident of Ma.ss MertbaDdisen Inc., 
supports the company's cleamip 
plan over EPA' s incineration plan. 

Comer told the JPs that the EPA 's 
proposal is the Mmost extreme IDd 
expensive method it cou1d · have 
taken." 

The EPA bas proposed a $ 16 mil­
lion plan Wider which all soil coma­
minated by pentachloropbenol IDd 
dioxin be incinerated over a period 
of two years at the fonner 'Jll'ood 
treating plant MMI would bear tbe. 
full cost of the cleauup. 

Mass Merdwldisels, wbic:b once 
opemled the plant, bas COWlleftd 
with a $4.1 million plan in whic:b tbe 
most heavily contaminated soil 
lhould be shipped out for UiciDera­
tiOD IDd the rest would be piled 

' together Oii the site mid c:Ovaed with 
a multi-layer cap. 

The BPA is accepting public com­
mmt oo the plan until Sept. 14, IDd 
BPA won't 1DDOUDCe a liDl1 cleci­
sioll Oii I cleanup method UDlil it 
coasiden commeolll from the publ­
ic. Ally aameura to BPA lbould be 
seat to BDen Greeney, Supe:rfuad 
Community Relations Coordinator, 
U.S. BPA - Region 6, 1445 ROIS 
Avaiue, I>allas, Tex. 75202-2733. 

1P Dr. W.P. Ashford reitented 
Moaday Ida coocems lbat BPA 
ooald m.m the Site a iegtoaaJ tmic: 
Waste inciDeiatioo point 11 il ia 
located along the Union Par:iflc nil­
way. Coacems bave alac:i been 
voiced llbout the site's doee prmim­
tty to the Omlba ICboo1. . . 

ID the ooly ocher vote taken dming 
the 30-miuute llell8ioo, tbe court 
approved an lppJ'Opriatioo ordi. 
moc:e releasing $879 for the COIJD.. 
ty'a panidpatioo in the Downtown 
Harrison ·Association's ClJrislmu 
light program IDd $1,300 for lbe 
~and reotal storap ofvodog 
machioes ?eQent)y purcbued by tbe 
county's Election Commission. 

Tbe Downtown Assoeiation 
recentlv cnnrr..rt,.tf 'dl';tt. n ..... 11_ 

ia $2,370.SO, with each buiJ. 
owner panicipllliilg. The COllll 
was in Harrison: Monday. 
, Treasurer Ben ii Dodson repc 

lbat tbe COUDty p!!Jeral fund bal; 
(See:&oone on Pag 

Birds' Roost~ 
Rile Ciitizens 

11iousaods of black birds coo 
i.q to roost ill lbe trees II 
busbea oo Kimes Hill in a oonl 
eastem seetioo of Hanisoo b; 
goae oo Jong eo0ugb. IDd res 
dears have asked the city fl 
IClllle relief. 1

1 

Mayor Dao Hainess contactt 
the U.S. Depmtment of Agricu 
tme 11111 was put in touch 1ri1 
Jeff Jooea of the Divisioo of An 
mil Damage eoolroI. Jooes wi 
be in HarrisOD ~ afte1 
DOOO 10 demOllllJale methods o; 
lbooiog the binls'by using 000-
ledlal weapom. -

Tbe' explosive racbt employ­
ed by Jooea may also llsnn 
aei,gbbom when be gets to busi­
- about an boUr before dazt.. 
Aacboridel may Uve IO carry OU 
lbe procedure tor11 aeveral even 
inp before tbe' problem i 
nmeclied. . I . 

Dorochy Joaes, a oorth ~II 
lll'eet mideooe, alid the b1ad 
bilda have made ibeir preseaci 
blown for over all.month. The) 
come to tbe ma to roost about 3< 
llliDates befcn IUllilowo. Beside 
Ille DOile, neigbboR are sict o 
having to clelD lbe bird drop 
pm,. from their vehicles aDC 
palioa. . . ,, . 
. 'Die birds bave visited the ~I 

tbe put dJtee yeazl, but never ir 
lladl numbers, Jooea aaid. The) 
bne tepOl'ledly inhabited dx 
billlide &om Wasbiogtoo avenue 
elllWanl to the m near Silvei 
Valley Road. ' 

I' 

Three Y,outh5 
Questio:ned 

II• • • 
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No Local Support for Arkwood Site Incineration~ 
Boody Rplied tbll it Wll ~cally OD die 

order of ~111" after die EPA 1eleaa a clea­
nup melbod before die qeacy reacbea 111 

agieemeot with die "poleolially RSpODSible 
parties" 11111 the delllllp begim. 

e, Glne- Shire• written c:ommeolS that It m:eives by Aug. IS. 
ot 111e Tim• s1en 1be bearing 11 the Omaha Scbooll Wed-

lbe fcdenl Eoviroomeotal Proreaioa . nesday WIS aamded by about SO peaoos. 
~·1 prqioa1 to bum COQl!!miNred BOi1 Omlba Mayor Jake Arnold said resideola 

al ........ ..._,ood Supe...&-A .... Om-'-- - coocemed dial iociDenuor "Cumea will 
..... IUILW llUIU....., near - -..S.-...1 a00 doo' feel for two yeaa chew mild nnnnoririoa from llJter up beR to the ......,.. we I 

-rr- safe with lllM." 
three neigbbon Wedoesday 1D11 "llllmlm" Leroy Edwards llld Cbarlea Dugaa 
opposition from Maas Meldlandilen. Joe., 
which IUllds to ieceive the $18 millioa dea- ~MertbaDdiaenPresideU Prlllk Qio.. 
nup tab. . . . aU said bia~paoy. wbicll Id operated the 

1be former wood tRllmed plaal la coma- · · laol IDll bas paid for coowninalioo studies. 
minaled wilb pmiacblorapbeool 11111 low P . 
levels of dioxin 11111 die EPA wa11111 to iDciD- would nm water lines from ~ Olllaba water 
crate moR tbaD 20,000 cubic yards of coota- llY*:'D to Altwood uea Rsadeull • fut • 
minaled soil · pcmtble. . 

Th~]~..P.A woo'i.llJllOuncufiDll~ -·- HeaaidifwouldaliomOOiiMNewClicbl 
on a clean-up method UDlil it coosiden com- Spring as the CCllllplDY 11111 the EPA bad 
meolS from Wednesday ~s public bearing 11111 aped. ·· 

But be said the compmy'1 $4.l millioo 
plan for off-Bile illcineraliOD of die most coo­
tarnilllled soil llld puaing die mlt under I 
multi-layer esp oo the site WIS "just 11 effec. 
live" • the $18 million EPA plan. 

"ID our expens' opinion, the additional 
milliODI Iha! would be lped under BPA'1 
proposal would DOt provide any extta protec­
tioo for human beallb or die enviroocmenl of 
·the Omaha community," be said. 

"Wen concerned about die efl'edl oo die 
commlllity from operating I baunloul 
wuie lnc:ioaalor II the si"," be added. 

. "11111 acboolbouse ii just up die billside 
~_Ille_ nl4 ~~ plaal, "~ said. 
"Weal blow bo\v-die Valleys in ibis area CID 
fill wi1b llDoke." 

Gany Bondy of die EPA aid tbeR wu a 

"mi~" about bow mucb sanote 
would iesuh from die iDciDeration. 

lbeR will be "very litdc" air CXJl!lamlna­
lioa after die material ill burned llld the 
RIUhiDa pa - sebumed IDd further fil­
leml, be said. 

He laid die air would be mooitorecl 11 the 
site 11111 II the ICbool duriDa incineration. 

Jtoee BinningNm ubd wbo would pay 
her city Waler biJI since me DOW CID't a&e her 
wela. Bondy said die BPA would "go bad: IO 
die oflic:e IDd discua who would pay." 

Ome Tumey ubd if the c:1emJP would 
provide Jobi b local residema. Bondy said 
llafling~would be governed by Superfund 
f.)emap JeplaliODS. 

Tumey also asked bow looa ii would be 
before the de11111p started. 

Altwood. owned by Hallie Onnood IDd 
.. l'Mcd by Onnoad 11111 Ilia aoo-iD-ilHaw. 
Jim GrisbMD, began uelliDI wood II die lite 
in die early 19608. 

ID 1973, Mass Mac:bllldilen leued ii 11111. 
c:onlimwl 10 operale ii UDlil 1984. ID l 98S, 
the BPA added die site to ill SueprfuDd prog-. _ 
ram and cle111up studiel began. 

When McKesson Corp. bougbl Mass Mer­
cbandisell. it llllDOUDClld lhll ii bad lgleed ~ 
pay-up-to·S2-millioo lllll aet-.;de·111 addi-­
liooal 88,000 .sbaia of~ Jtoct ID 
help cover "eoviroDmeolll liabililrll" from 
Alkwood. ' ... 



Omaha Board 
Says· Against 
Incineration 

OMAHA - The Omaha School 
Board voted unanimously at its 
board meeting Monday night, Aug. 
20, to oppose the EPA's on-site 
incineration of contaminants at the 
Arkwood site. 

Board memben said they felt that 
the burning of hazardous materials 
only one-fourth mile southwest of 
Omaha school and the town of Oma­
ha may oot be the proper solution for . 
cleanup of the· site. . . 

Superintendent David Land noted 
that the Arkwood site is "downWind 
from the school, thus burning this 
material for two years would cer­
tainly cause the smoke and some 
pollutants to reach the school and 
citizens of Omaha." 

It was stressed that the board is not 
· opposing the cleanup but only feels 
that otbet methods should be 

explored mme dlOlougbly befot., 
such a decision ia made. \ 

Land said they felt that other alter-· 
natives might ioclude soil washing· 
oosite or removing the contaminated 
dirt from the &rea. I 

The board imtructed the superin­
tendent to write th EPA, Cong. John 
Paul Hammerschmidt, Sen. David , 
Pryor and Sen. Dale Bumpen and . 
infonn them of their opoositioo to ~ 
iocineratioo at the Arkwood site. , 

The board also encouraged pat-: 
roos in the Omaha district to write· 
letters and sign petitions opposing 
incineration. Concerned persons 
may pickup or sign a petition at the 
Omaha school office. · 



BOARD OF Dll}ECTORS: 
Doti '!oung, ·p~esident . O~HA SCHOOL DIST~I~-
-Lanny Fausett. Vice President 
Joy Fong, Secretary 

Box 249 
Omaha, Arkansas 72662-0249 

Telephone: 

AUS 2 : 1900 Tony Bames 
Terry Roe 

(501} 426-3366 

August 21, 1990 

Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt 
2207 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
United States House of Representative 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Hammerschmidt: 

I am writing you to express the concerns of the Omaha 
School board to the Environmental Protection Agency's 
proposal to incinerate the contaminants at the Arkwood 
site. The board voted unanimously to oppose this 
solution. They feel that other alternatives should be 
explored before this final decision is made. 

The Arkwood site is located only one-quarter mile 
southwest and down wind from the Omaha School and the 
town of Omaha. Burning of this material so close to 
the school and community would surely cause smoke and 
some polutants to reach these locations. There must be 
other alternatives such as soil washing on site or 
removing the contaminated dirt from the area that would 
be more suitable in this situation. 

We are requesting your assistance, along with Senator 
David Pryor and Senator Dale Bumpers, to study this 
EPA proposal on behalf of the students and patrons of 
the Omaha School District. 

sd2,~;·Pa...R 
David E. -~:-
Superintendent 

DEL:dd 

cc: Ellen D. Greeney 
Community Relations Coordinator 
U.S.E.P.A. 

Or. David E. land 
Superintendent 

Randy Center 
Secondary Principal 

John L. Barron 
Elementary Principal 

Senator Dale Bumpers 

Senator David Pryor 
RECEIVED 

AUG 3 1 ,990 
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